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APPENDIX B RECOMMENDED FENCE SPECIFICATIONS 

FOR BIG GAME MOVEMENT
1
 

Kind of 
Livestock2 

Big Game Species Number 
of Wires 

Maximum 
Height (in) 

Wire Spacing 
(from ground up) 

Wire Type3,4 

Cattle only Deer, Elk, Pronghorn 3 38 16, 10, 12 Bottom smooth 
Cattle and Sheep Deer, Elk, Pronghorn 4 40 16, 6, 6, 12 Bottom smooth 
Sheep only Deer, Elk, Pronghorn 4 32 12, 6, 6, 8 Bottom smooth 
Cattle only Bighorn Sheep 3 39 20, 15, 4 Barbed 

1

  These recommendations are designed for facilitating movement of both young and adult big game 
animals during all seasons including winter and spring when snow drifting can be expected.   
2

  No standards are available for bison, but provisions for big game movement should be considered when 
building bison fences.    
3  Woven (net) wire fences are not recommended. 
4  One or more of the top wires may also be electrified. 
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